GOVERNOR’S SECRETARIAT
MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG

Press Communiqué

Shillong, November 18, 2025: The Hon’ble Governor of Meghalaya,
Shri C.H. Vijayashankar, today inaugurated the celebration of 5 Years
of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, a national initiative aimed at
creating a drug-free society through awareness, prevention, and
community participation, at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan Shillong
organised in collaboration with the Social Welfare Department,
Government of Meghalaya.

The event was attended by Shri Paul Lyngdoh, Hon’ble MLA and
Advisor to the Social Welfare Department, Shri H.C.Choudhary, IFS,
Principal Secretary to the Hon’ble Governor, Shri Pravin Bakshi, IAS,
Commissioner & Secretary, Social Welfare Department, Dignitaries
from various government organisations and students from various
schools.

In his address, the Governor congratulated the Social Welfare
Department for completing five years of dedicated work under the
Abhiyaan and appreciated its efforts in mobilising government
agencies, civil society, youth groups, church organisations, and
community leaders. He emphasised that drug and substance abuse
has emerged as one of the major challenges in Meghalaya, warning
that if left unaddressed, it can lead to serious social, economic, and
law-and-order problems in the State. He further highlighted Two
Major Social Evils - Drugs and Teenage Pregnancy along with
Three Major Evils from Health Perspective — Tuberculosis, Cancer
and HIV AIDS which needs immediate focus guidance specially
among youths.

The Hon’ble Governor highlighted that the impact of drug abuse
begins inside the family, spreads across the community, affects the
State and nation, and eventually becomes part of a broader global
concern. He urged all stakeholders to join hands with the Social
Welfare Department to strengthen the fight against substance abuse,
stressing the need for a united and compassionate approach focused
on prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation.

The Hon’ble Governor also underscored the important role of
traditional institutions in Meghalaya, particularly the Dorbar



Shnongs, District Councils, Tribal Communities and village councils,
in guiding society and protecting community values. He stated that
the participation of these institutions is crucial in raising awareness,
supporting youth, and building safe neighbourhoods that discourage
harmful habits.

The Hon’ble Governor commended counsellors, rehabilitation
workers, outreach teams, and youth volunteers whose dedicated
service has brought hope to many families. He called upon
communities to work together to ensure that the youth of Meghalaya
grow up in a healthy, safe, and supportive environment.

The Hon’ble Governor administered the Oath to reaffirm the
State’s commitment to building a Nasha Mukt Meghalaya, in line with
the national vision of a drug-free India.



